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RAHWAY LOCAL NEWS

Developer seeks additional story

By Kitty Wilder, Managing Editor
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 2:41 PM EST

RAHWAY, NJ - The tallest
building planned for the
downtown business district
will now be even taller.

[ -

Redevelopment Agency
commissioners gave
developer Carlos Silva
permission last week to build
an additional story on the
Carriage City Hotel and
Tower.

A renderlng shows an exterior design of
the Carriage City Hotel and Tower planned
for the corner of East Milton Avenue and
Irving Street in Rahway. The design, which
recently became the subject of some
debate, has not yet been finalized.

The hotel, planned for the
corner of Irving Street and
East Milton Avenue, will now
be 16 stories tall, about
double the height of the
nearby parking garage.

Architect Arturo Palumbo told commissioners the hotel’s design no longer
includes a basement, pushing some amenitites to upper floors. The extra
story will make up for hotel and condominium space taken over by those
amenities.

In reviewing the request for the additional height, Redevelopment Director
Peter Pelissier criticized a computerized image predicting the building’s
exterior.

Exterior designs have changed at least twice since the city’s Planning Board
approved an early hand-sketched rendering. Pelissier told Palumbo last
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surrounding businesses

downtown. “That looks to me
like a box with different color
bricks,” Pelissier said.

Palumbo and Developer Carlos
Silva defended the design
calling the rendering more
accurate because it illustrates better building materials.

P T E—

= i

The higher quality materials became possible when the InterContinental
brand expressed interest in the hotel, Silva said.

“We're trying to build a building that’s not your traditional stucco,”
Palumbo said, adding that the higher quality will attract customers. “We're
talking about an upscale building. What we’re trying to bring into the city
is someone who would otherwise be buying in New York or Hoboken,”
Palumbo said.

Commissioners were split in their opinions of the design. Carlos Garay
compared the hotel to some of the new construction in New Brunswick,
calling the design a “step in the right direction.”

Timothy Nash disagreed. “In my mind, this just doesn’t fit with the town.
Not at all,” he said.

Nﬁﬁtiﬁan Two-part exhibition @
0 € i
f g The Jewish Museum

Jump to town:

Autos =

Marketplace =

Page 1 of 2

Advertise

-- UNION COUNTY --

CLICK

BE YOUR TOWNS'

213348 WEATHER SPONSOR

C: ;Prepm:ly !

RealFeel® High: 44
Hurnidity: 40
winds WY gt 13 mph

oL

PIIITII’

N
“\E-EDITIONS

posT |
YOUR NEWS |

E Edmon

S | Tearrs kller
]

ESE LG (e mal

Online Poll

What do you think
of the proposed
property tax
reforms ?

_!1ta€™s about time
someone takes our
problem seriously

() No matter what is
proposed, we will
always pay high taxes
for the services we
enjoy.

[ The proposals do
not amount to real
reform

sub

View Results

Not a scientific
survey.

Maybe

now's a good

time to submit that

classified ad.

12/7/2006




Local Source: Rahway: Local News

FAQ

Newsstands

Place A Classified
Privacy Policy

Send Us Stuff
Subscriber Services

Nash pointed out a significant drop in the number and size of windows
illustrated in the rendering, compared to an image distributed with
campaign literature this fall.

Palumbo explained the window design changed largely because of the
potential glare the glass would create, especially for commuters and train
conductors on the neighboring rail tracks.

The exterior design will not be finalized until it is reviewed by the Planning
Board and City Council, which will also review the amended construction
plan, Pelissier said.

In the meantime, Pelissier said he and commissioners will take a look at
projects with designs similar to the hotel to get a better idea of what the
finished product might look like.

The Carriage City Hotel and Tower project — largely viewed as the focal
point of downtown redevelopment in Rahway — calls for about 102 hotel
rooms and about 222 one-and-two-bedroom condominiums.

The ground floor will include about 16,000 square feet of restaurant and
retail space and a lobby. Other amenities include a fitness center and
meeting rooms.

Construction is expected to be complete in 18 to 24 months, Pelissier said.

Kitty Wilder can be reached at 908-686-7700, ext. 127, or
theprogress@thelocalsource.com.

& printable version Ee-mail this story
YOUR COMMENTS
This article has been commented on O times.

Guidelines

e Keep comments on topic.

e Be respectful.

e Use language that is appropriate for all ages.

e Post can be edited and/or deleted at LocalSource.com's discretion.

comments may not load immediately.
Submit Your Comments

Name:

Comments:

Image Verification:

Post Comment

Read All Comments

Sleep Disotrders Centeszii

Stock Market
Market Watch

HASDAD Diec-D7-2006
24665 - 347 pm ET

24 -

e

Sarmi 1amipm3pmapm
Index  Last Trade Change
NASDAD 243111 14754
5P &00 1406.856 G054
Ruszs 2000 79323 -2714
L= 208034 4464
NYSE an41 .92 5844
30 YR BOMND 4602 0034

Dec 7, 2006 4:15 PM ET

ComStock 20 min.
delayed

wared by
Stock™

N

Module

Financial News

at Trinitas. Hospital * 908-994-8694

Copyright © 1996 - 2006 Worrall Community Newspapers, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Visit any of our communities using the links below:
-- ESSEX COUNTY -- -- UNION COUNTY --

Back to Top

Page 2 of 2

http://www.localsource.com/articles/2006/12/07/rahway/local news/doc45771be74691483...

12/7/2006



